The following is an example of a short (745 word) academic essay. 

This essay shows you examples of many good features of academic writing. 

Comments C 
 are made on these features. 

Hyperlinks point you to more information.

Is ‘free trade’ a natural way of organizing the world's market place?

Events such as "the Protest of the Century"  C 
 which took place in Seattle, USA in December 1999, have focused the world’s attention on global ‘free’ trade. The protest was against the World Trade Organization (WTO), in particular its role in promoting world-wide free trade. In this essay C 
 I would like to take a critical look C 
 at the concept of free trade. Is it a natural phenomena? Are free market economies common in world history? Or is this a relatively recent concept created by powerful nations and companies and imposed on the less powerful? 

Firstly, however, what is "free trade"? C 
 The term is generally used to refer to the operation of international markets that are free of restrictions, regulations, and constraints. The concept was championed by industrialists - particular manufacturers of cotton goods - in nineteenth century Britain (then the world’s most powerful country) who required easy access to the world’s markets. 

Is free trade however typical of world economic history? C 
 Far back in the mists of time, when humans began trading shells and beads with each other, the first markets emerged, but such traditional markets were never free. All traditional markets were part of local societies and regulated and restrained by those societies. Indeed, throughout history society has successfully regulated the economy and society. Due to space limitations C 
 we are restricted to a few selective examples from different historical periods:

In the medieval European period there were Roman Catholic and Islamic prohibitions against the lending of money to earn interest. Money lenders were seen as evil and were not allowed to live within the city walls. In the same period guilds (or early trade unions) set minimum wages for workers, and standards and prices for the protection of public spaces, and the quality of food. 

Historically, C 
 workers have been protected by law. For example C 
 a guaranteed minimum income dates back to1795 in England. Slavery and child labour was prohibited in England in the early nineteenth century and limits were set on the length of a work day.

In more recent times laws have prohibited monopolies in order to promote competition, for example the anti-trust legislation in the USA which broke up Standard Oil in 1909. The same legislation C 
 currently threatens the status of Mircrosoft Corp in the USA. At the same time some sectors of industry have been reserved for the public sector. For example certain hospitals are run by the states in the USA as is the oil industry in countries such as Mexico and Kuwait.

In the twentieth century environmental laws have been introduced in countries such as the USA. Such laws require that production methods should protect endangered species (for example, that shrimp be harvested by methods that do not kill rare sea turtles). Government subsidies have also been introduced to promote particular industries - for example, planting many thousands of seedlings to maintain a domestic timber industry in the future. (1) C

Free markets do not occur by themselves. They only appear when they are engineered by powerful states or world organizations. As a historical fact, free market regimes are extremely rare. For a very brief period, and in one country only, a free market, or laissez faire, regime did emerge. In the latter half of the 19th century in England, a true free market economy functioned for a brief time. It C 
 did not occur spontaneously - it C 
 was imposed by the power of the state, and at great cost to the average citizen of the time. 

The above C 
 historical examples illustrate that market restrictions have been imposed by law, or simply by custom, with varying effects on different members of a society. It C 
 is not possible to generalize that all controls on markets are good or bad (though some free trade supporters do assert that all market restrictions are unnatural and evil). 

In sum, C 
 history shows us, C 
 beyond any doubt, that, when humans develop markets spontaneously, society usually controls these markets in order to maintain social order and cohesion. Governments impose market restrictions as part of their primary duty, which is to provide security for the citizens. Serious questions are raised C 
 by the activities of world organizations such as the WTO in promoting free access to world markets. Such organizations are unelected and unaccountable to ordinary citizens in the many poorer countries in the world.

REFERENCES C

(1) Rachel's Environment & Health Weekly (10.99) The WTO and Free Trade--Part 1 Article #673, Retrieved January 07, 2000 from the World Wide Web: http://www.rachel.org/bulletin/index.

The referencing format used here is the standard web citation format used by the Hong Kong PolyU. See the 'Reference Machine' in the Centre for Independent Learning: http://elc.polyu.edu.hk/cill/referenceMachineNet.htm









�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Wherever you see C highlighted in yellow, a comment box like this will pop up. Click the link to the left of the comment if you want more information on this good feature of academic writing.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Get your reader's attention: Teachers get bored of marking papers! Readers need to be interested. Grab their attention. Start with something eye catching.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Overview: Tell your readers what you are going to do in the paper.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Point of View: Tell your readers what your point of view is.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Keywords: Define terms and concepts which you think may not be known to your readers.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Questions: Starting the paper with a question raises readers expectations and gets them interested. How are you going to answer?


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Limiting the scope: Say what ground it is possible for you to cover (and what you can't do).


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Specifying the context: When you want to make it clear 'where you are coming from' you can


use sentence adverbs. Herre it is clear that the author is writing from an historical perspective.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Examples: Give them!


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Creating continuity by modified repetition: Skilled writers make their writing 'stick together' - they create a sense of continuity - by repeating language items. Sometimes this is done by slightly modifying the item each time it occurs. In this paragraph 'laws' is modified to the more specific 'anti-trust legislation in the USA' and finally to 'The same legislation'.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Reference to numbered footnote. As web citations are quite lengthy, it is good practice to locate them in footnotes at the end of the article.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Backward referring 'it': By using pronouns in this way, it is possible to avoid repeating the subject.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Repeat pronouns: One common way of persuading your reader of a position or point view, is to describe it in a way that feels objective.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Internal reference or 'signposting': points the reader backwards or forwards inside the text.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� The impersonal 'it': An objective or neutral tone is good news in academic writing. The


impersonal 'it' can be used in order to take the focus off yourself.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Conclusions: Make one!


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Tone: Good academic writing is impersonal in tone. Note the way that here the writer says 'history shows us' rather than, for example, 'I think…'. 


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Making tentative statements: Note the way that here that the writer uses a tentative tone and makes a cautious and careful statements by simply 'raising the question'.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� All references used here are in the standard web citation format used by the Hong Kong PolyU. See: � HYPERLINK http://elc.polyu.edu.hk/cill/referenceMachineNet.htm ��http://elc.polyu.edu.hk/cill/referenceMachineNet.htm� or click on the link to the left.








